IV

THE THIN RED LINE

As a necessary foundation for a world order, then, the British
Empire, if it did not exist, would have to be invented; for to
knit into one complex so many lands, so various in the degree
of their advancement, must needs involve empire as well as
alliance.

But the British Empire, as it is, is not enough, either to subsist
securely by itself or to discharge its historic role in the prevention
of world war. It is not enough, for three reasons. It is geographic-
ally inadequate. Nor has it yet built a sure system of military
integration, even regionally, to replace the old system dominated
by the United Kingdom. And, even when that problem is solved,
the British Empire will remain incapable of mustering, within
itself, all the force necessary to accomplish the task, save by
efforts which its peoples are unlikely to make year after year in
times of outward peace.

The British Empire, geographically, falls short of its task. When
France threw in her hand in 1940, and a hopelessly ill-prepared
England, with a weaponless remnant of an army, faced Germany
at the peak of her power, the great strategic asset that the British
Empire possessed ready-made (apart from the just-enough navy,
the just-enough air force, the just-enough merchant marine to
bring the just-enough supplies from overseas) was that it stood
already in the key places for fighting a world war. It stood at
the gate of north-western Europe, and at the eastern and western
gates of the Mediterranean, Europe's inland sea, with a sturdy out-
post, well fortified by nature and by man, in the midst thereof. It
stood at all the gates of the Indian Ocean, over most of whose
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